


Abinger Parish Council
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood

[bookmark: _GoBack]Approved Minutes of Ordinary Meeting

	Date & Time:
	Monday 19 September 2016 at 8:00pm

	Venue:
	Okewood Hill Village Hall

	Chair:
	Ros Doree (RD)

	Clerk:
	Trevor Haylett

	Councillors:
	Gary Bennett (GB), Deardre Cunningham (DC) Richard Frost (RF), Mike Brady (MB), Peter Farley (PF),
William Corke (WC), Henry Barnard (HB)  

	Present:
	Two members of the public – Debbie and Sophie Spear




	
No.
	 Item

	
1/9/16
	
Apologies received: Paul Cleaver 

	
2/9/16
	
To receive any declarations of interest - All Councillors declared trusteeship of Abinger Parish Recreation Grounds
   Charity (APRGC).

	
3/9/16
	
To confirm and sign Minutes  – The minutes for both the 16th May and 18th July meetings were approved and signed.

	
4/9/16
	
Financial statement - the Clerk presented the financial statement showing a balance of £31,803.29 in the current account and £5,424.41 in the deposit account. Councillors noted that the second half of the precept (£14,867.50) had just been received along with a VAT reclaim payment of £1124.44. Payments to be made: Clerk’s salary of £587.81 (includes a small increase backdated to April 2016); £114 for the Abinger Hammer playground plaque; £60 for Safeplay (September inspections), £516.89 for Burleys (July and extra at Abinger Hammer); £415.23 for the Clerk’s expenses (October 1st 2015-August 31st 2016). The financial statement was agreed.

RD said it would be good to move £5,000 into the deposit account, in effect for the financial year 2015/16, and this was agreed. It was hoped the accounts would permit another £5,000 to be moved into the deposit account later in the current financial year.

Financial Return – the Clerk reported that he was still waiting for the External Auditor to finalise their report on the PC’s financial return. This should come in very soon.

MB gave notice MB that Okewood Village Hall would be applying for a Section 137 grant for a contribution of £1,000 towards improvements including replacing the double glazed windows. He said they would not be applying until the next financial year, 2017/18. 
	

	

	

	




	
5/9/16
	
Defibrillators – With each village now possessing a defibrillator, RD said it was time to hold another CPR course, this time in Abinger Hammer. She said the Cricket Club could possibly hold it in their pavilion. PF said Walliswood also wanted to hold one. It was agreed to organise a course in Abinger Hammer in November and one in Walliswood in the early new year.

PF mentioned that the unit in Abinger Hammer was flashing red one evening and the Clerk added that staff at Martin Grant Homes had reported that the alarm kept going off.
Action: The Clerk will speak to the manufacturers about it.



	
6/9/16
	
Public Question Time –  Debbie and Sophie Steer spoke and said they wanted to make sure Councillors were up to date with developments at Danesmead, Forest Green where Sophie is having a house built with stables and is currently living in a caravan on site which MVDC gave permission for. As part of the building work an area of hedging had been taken down which backs onto the church grounds and they said that they area would be tidied up and the hedging replaced. They also said that they wanted the matter of the easements cleared up and had been talking to their solicitor about it.  


	
7/9/16
	
Planning – GB explained that the PC had commented on two applications relevant to the Parrot Inn at Forest Green – one related to tree works and the other to do with improvements at the pub itself.
      
The following applications had been received since the July meeting:

 MO/2016/1399/CAT Hopedene Cottage, Pasture Wood Road, Abinger – Conservation Area Trees
 MO/2016/1217/CC - Blythe Barn, Walliswood Green Road, Wallis Wood – Compliance with Conditions
 MO/2016/1348/PCL - 15, Elmers Road, Ockley – Certificate of Lawful Use
 MO/2016/1305/PLA - Leith Vale, Standon Lane, Ockley - Detailed
 MO/2016/1206/LBC  - Maple Cottage, Stane Street, Ockley – Listed Building Consent
 MO/2016/1255/PLAH - Kingswood, Fern Lane, Wallis Wood – Detailed Householder
 MO/2016/1153/PLA - The Parrot Inn (PH), Horsham Road, Forest Green- Detailed
 MO/2016/1246/PNQ - Land at Four Oaks, Cathill Lane, Ockley – Agriculture to Residential
 MO/2016/1172/PLA - St Margaret's Church, Coles Lane, Ockley - Detailed
 MO/2016/0866/PLAH - New House Farm, Cathill Lane, Ockley – Detailed Householder
 MO/2016/1170/CAT - The Parrot Inn (PH), Horsham Road, Forest Green – Conservation Area Trees
 MO/2016/1129/PLAH - The White House, Abinger Lane, Abinger Common – Detailed Householder
 MO/2016/1042/PLA - Fishfold Farm, Pisley Lane, Ockley - Detailed


	
  8/9/16
	
              Highways - HB said the footpath running from Abinger Hammer towards Crossways Farm was impassable in places
         and in a bad state of repair in others.
  
  A reply had been received from County Councillor Hazel Watson following the Parish Council’s request to clean the
  road signs and make them upright where necessary. Surrey County Council wanted to know which signs needed 
  attention and RF agreed to compile a report. 



	
  9/9/16
	
Telephone Boxes – HB said he had spoken to a number of people in Abinger Hammer about the telephone box and there wasn’t a great desire to retain it, particularly if residents were to be asked to help pay to maintain it. 
Action: It was unanimously agreed to have the telephone box removed.  

BT had been notified that the boxes at Forest Green and Walliswood were in a poor state and that the one at Forest Green was not in working order. BT said they would put them on their schedule of works. GB said the one in Walliswood close to the Scarlett Arms hads been repaired but he didn’t know about the one in Horsham Road.
Action: GB would check on the box in Horsham Road and DC on the one in Forest Green and they would report back to the Clerk.  


	
  10/9/16
	
Fencing at Abinger Hammer - RD, RF and HB had talked to Abinger Cricket Club about installing extra safety fencing in front of the playground and they had agreed to put up additional scaffolding and netting. The Clerk mentioned that one of the fencing contractors who had provided a quote for the fencing round the playground itself had said that the safety fencing and proposed fencing would be too close together which could be a safety hazard.

It was agreed that the Cricket Club would be asked to move the safety fencing a little bit further away from the playground.

Other commitments had meant that Rodney West (RW) had not yet been able to provide a quote to install the 
playground fencing. Two other quotes had been submitted but it was decided to put the matter on hold for the time being.     
(b)        

	
  11/9/16
	
  Playgrounds –  There has been criticism that the new playground at Abinger Hammer had exacerbated the parking problems in the village by encouraging more families to visit. RD said this was a red herring and added that the PC had a duty to maintain and improve playgrounds. She added that those in the parish were actually quite basic compared to the ones at Shere and Cranleigh for example.

RD then reported on a meeting she’d had with an Inspector from Safeplay Playgrounds who pointed out that much of the equipment at Abinger Common was out of date and said the PC should be planning to replace it. It was agreed to seek funding from the London Marathon Charitable Trust but in the short term the views of residents would be sought as to what they wanted. 

Action: RF would put a notice in the magazine seeking residents’ views and also on the Abinger Facebook page. In the meantime the PC would continue with replacing the baby swing at Abinger Common and with purchasing two new seats for the other swing there.   



	
 12/9/16
	
  Bye-Laws - GB has circulated draft bye-laws for the three Greens and asked Councillors to review them and make observations with a view to presenting them to the Surrey Association of Local Councils for approval. He asked that Councillors forward their observations by September 28th.


	
 13/9/16
	
  CAGNE Parish Council Forum - RD explained that she had attended a CAGNE Parish Council Forum to deal with noise from Gatwick and to give parish councils representation on the Noise Management Board. Abinger Parish Council had been invited to join along with other parish councils; the idea being that parishes would take it in turns to host meetings roughly every other month.

Action: RD said it will be useful to be part of the Forum but will first canvas opinion from Capel and Ockley Parish Councils.     


	
 14/9/16
	
   Events/Invitations/Correspondence – Councillors had been invited to a tour of Gatwick Airport to look behind the scenes and take part in a conference afterwards. SALC is holding its agm at Wootton House, Dorking on 13th October and Councillors had been invited to a conference afterwards. In addition there was a SALC Planning Update event on 9th November at Dorking Halls to discuss planning legislation changes.  
  

	
 15/9/16
	
   MVDC Chairman’s Charity Event - MVDC Chairman David Mir is undertaking the Surrey Hills Challenge on September 25th to raise money for the Surrey Hills Trust and the Born Free Foundation. He had asked parish councils to support him and RF suggested a sum of £100 which was agreed.   


	
 16/9/16

	
   Cones on approach to Forest Green Church - PF said the cones were no longer blocking the road on the approach to the Church but instead were placed on either side of the road. MB said he would raise the matter with Peter Bennett. 


	
 17/9/16
	
    Additional items to discuss - RD said the PC should be thinking of producing a Neighbourhood Plan and added that the parish was lagging behind areas like Ockley, Capel and Ewhurst which all have one. RF said it should be pursued but added that the PC would need to call on some expert help. GB said it should be a residents-led initiative and RD said at least two residents from each village would be sought to ensure that specific views and requirements were met.
Action: It was agreed to include the subject on the Agenda for January’s meeting.

Councillors had been approached by the Save Newlands Corner Campaign Group and asked to support their opposition
to a Surrey County Council and Surrey Wildlife Trust proposal to install three car park charge machines at Newlands Corner. HB said he approached the matter from a different perspective to most and said he had sympathy with SWT’s position at having to RD said that although the application was for just three machines, the implications of it were huge. She said to try and cash in on was like ‘selling the family silver’ and said SCC should find the money themselves and not expect SWT to fund it.
Action: A vote was taken whether to object to the planning application and it was passed by seven votes to one.

RF raised the question of RideLondon and whether the PC could give feedback on the recent event and whether it could be part of consultations on future events. He was inclined to wonder if there was any point in being involved if the PC’s views were going to be disregarded.
Action: RD and RF will liaise on producing a response to the recent RideLondon event.   


	

	
   Dates of future Parish Council meetings:	 
         21 November 2016 – Abinger Common Evelyn Hall





The meeting closed at 9:45pm
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