Abinger Parish Council
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood

Draft Minutes of Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 14th May 2018 at 8:00pm


	Venue   
	Abinger Hammer Village Hall

	Councillors
	Ros Doree (RD), Richard Frost (RF), Peter Farley (PF), Deardre Cunningham (DC), Henry Barnard (HB)

	Clerk 
	Trevor Haylett

	Attending
	

	Item
	

	1
	       (Chaired by Clerk) To elect a Chairman for 2018-19
         (Minute Reference: 1/05/18 )The Clerk explained that RD had said a year ago that she would stand down at this meeting and a new chairman was needed. The Clerk said it was the end of an era and thanked RD both for her support since he became Clerk and her help with different problems. RF was then nominated as chairman by PF with RD seconding. RF explained that he had talked to RD and agreed that some of the duties would be shared although RF would have overall responsibility. 
          RF thanked Councillors for nominating him but added that he was only prepared to serve for a year and the Parish Council (PC) had the challenge of energising the electorate to try and attract new blood with the elections looming next year. RD said the PC needed to think carefully about what would happen in a year’s time. RF was unanimously elected Chairman. 


	2
	      (Chaired by RF) To elect a Vice-Chairman
          (2/05/18) RD was nominated by RF with DC seconding. RD was unanimously elected Vice-Chairman.


	3
	   Apologies 
        (3/05/18) William Corke (WC), Mike Brady (MB), Paul Cleaver (PaC), Carla Jones (CJ)


	4
	   All Councillors declared trusteeship of Abinger Parish Recreation Grounds Charity (APRGC).
    (4/05/18)


	5
	  The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2018 were agreed, proposed by HB, seconded by PF, and signed. (5/05/18)


	6
	To Appoint Representatives
     (6/05/18)      Areas of responsibility were allocated as follows:
Planning - DC
SALC - RD
Representative for the Green at Forest Green – DC and RD
Representative for the Green at Abinger Hammer - HB
Representative for the Green at Abinger Common - RF
Representative for the Green at Walliswood - CJ
Walliswood Village Hall Committee - PF
Okewood Hill Village Hall Committee - MB
Forest Green Village Hall Committee – RD/DC
Abinger Hammer Village Hall Committee - HB
Abinger Common Village Hall Committee - RF
Transport Representative – RF
WASP Community Bus – PF
Noticeboards – Abinger Hammer (HB), Abinger Common (RF), Forest Green (DC), Walliswood and Okewood Hill (CJ).


	7
	Public Questions – None



	8




	Finances 
      (7/05/18) The Clerk explained that the Internal Auditor (IA) had completed his examination of the PC’s finances and had produced a report which showed significant improvements compared to last year. Two sections of the Annual Return – now called the Annual Governance and Accountability Return – needed to be approved by Councillors before the document was sent to the External Auditor. The first was the Annual Governance Statement and the Clerk had provided an explanation as to how the PC had compiled with all the areas. Section 1 was approved and duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
     (8/05/18) Section 2 of the AGAR – the Accounting Statements – was then approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. The Clerk explained that the figure stated by the PC for Total fixed assets in recent years was incorrect. The figure had been amended for 2017/18 and restated for 2016/17.   
      (9/05/18)  The report from the IA was approved. RF said there remained an issue of the internet and telephone expenses (and how the figures were divided up between the Clerk’s three employers) being made clearer. The Clerk referred Councillors to that part of the report which highlighted that general reserves were more than 150% of the annual precept and that the IA  was recommending that the PC earmarked reserves for particular projects; this would be considered at the next meeting.
The IA’s report also recommended the following:
a) Cheques to be entered in the cash book when drawn, not when presented.
b) Consideration of adding to the risk register – data protection and environmental. To be considered at the next meeting. The Clerk was asked to clarify what the IA had in mind as regards environmental risks which he mentioned in the context of trees on APC land.
c) The external audit report was 2016/17 was now on the website. 
      (10/05/18) The Clerk had circulated the financial report to the end of the financial year (31st March 2018) and also for the first few weeks of the 2018/19 financial year. The bank reconciliation in each case was approved and signed. At 31st March the current account balance was £17,909.65 and there was a balance in the Reserve Account of £20,431.51. At 25th April the current account balance was £32,036.76 and there was a balance in the Reserve Account of £20,431.31.

      (11/05/18) The following payments were approved:
            Retrospective payments - T. Haylett - April salary - £652.39
              R. West - Ab C fencing - £460
      
            New cheques - T. Haylett - May salary - £629
             DG Tree Services - Alder etc - £1110
             Mark Mulberry - 2nd part of Audit - £266.76                                                                         
             Came & Company - Insurance renewal - £815.10
             SSALC – Annual subs - £551.20

             Charity account - A.P.K. Tree Services -  FGreen and Ab C - £1920   
              Surrey Hills Solicitors – Danesmead invoice - £138
              Liam Richards – Forest Green strimming - £80
 
       (12/05/18) The Clerk explained that the insurance renewal was due on 1st June. It covered the second year of a three-year deal with Hiscox and the premium had increased by 4% because it was index linked. The premium of £815.10 was approved. The Clerk would tell the insurers of the new playground equipment installed at Abinger Common

        (13/05/18) A request had come in for a grant of £350 from the Friends of Surrey Performing Arts Library (FOSPAL) who have formed a new Charity, NewSPAL, which hopes to take over responsibility for SPAL from Surrey County Council. The money would go towards staging a free concert in either Abinger Hammer or Holmbury St Mary to raise awareness of NewSPAL and to seek support. RF said the PC could provide a grant for entertainment purposes even if it was outside the parish boundary. Councillors felt that the performing arts was an area the PC should be supporting and a grant of £350 was approved.   


	9
	MVDC Modest Additions to Rural Villages/Meeting with Capel PC 
          (14/05/18) The Clerk had asked MVDC for an update on their search for development sites but the recent local elections had resulted in a change to the authority with no party now in overall control. Because of that the emerging Local Plan (LP) had been put on hold until the picture became clearer.
           RF explained that after the February public meeting at which possible local development was discussed, and subsequent dialogue with local residents, he and RD had talked to Capel Parish Council about their Neighbourhood Plan (NP). RF and RD were clear that APC could not undertake such an enterprise until Mole Valley’s LP was in place because the NP would have to sit under it and pay heed to it.


	10
	Trees 
        (15/05/18) The Alder on Abinger Hammer Green had been reduced by 50% and the tree hanging over the A25 had also been attended to. HB said it was a good sign that nobody had commented on the work on the Alder. 
          RF and RD had gone round the Green at Abinger Hammer with the report compiled by MV’s tree inspectors. Some work was needed but some recommendations for action from the inspectors were not considered necessary. A big oak tree had not been included in the report and RF said both RD and he felt it should be.
Action: RD will make arrangements with the tree surgeon for the agreed work.
           HB mentioned that Ash dieback was taking hold everywhere and the advice was that as soon as a tree became diseased it should be tackled - tree surgeons won’t get involved once the trees have become brittle. It was agreed that trees on land owned by the PC and APRGC should be inspected.
Action:  HB will inspect the trees at Abinger Hammer and Forest Green and RF will do the same at Abinger Common.


	11
	Highways 
          (16/05/18) RD said that a number of Councillors had attended a meeting to discuss the problems of HGV traffic. While it contained little that was new, there had been an apology to APC Councillors from Liz Cutter, chairman of the working group, saying she hadn’t realised the impact that the suggestion of diverting traffic down the B2126 to get to Ewhurst, along with signs at the north end of Ewhurst, directing lorries and other traffic to Forest Green, would have. RD said it represented a victory for the PC.
The same meeting launched the Surrey Hills Declutter Campaign. The PC would consider at its next meeting how to implement the Campaign in the Parish.
           (17/05/18) At this point RF said that the item tied in with item 20 relating to the Mole Valley Local Committee, which is composed of Surrey County and Mole Valley District Councillors. He said speed limits had been imposed on Leith Hill without the PC’s knowledge and wanted prior warning of the Local Committee agenda so the PC could have a voice.
Action:  RD would ask County Councillor Hazel Watson how best the PC can know in advance what the Local Committee is discussing and give any comments.
 

	12
	Village Greens 
           (18/05/18)There was discussion about where Burleys had mowed so far this year and how often and the Clerk said there appeared to be some problems with their organisation. He would meet with Burleys at the Greens and try and sort things out. HB mentioned that the piece of grass opposite the Forge in Abinger Hammer had not been cut for some time and RD said that should always be included in the Abinger Hammer cut.
              (19/05/18) RD said the ditches at Forest Green would not be cleared until the autumn while the one opposite Tumblers might need attention as it appeared to have collapsed. RD and DC would walk round the Green in June to see what needed doing.
              (20/05/18) It was agreed that Safeplay would be given the go-ahead to continue with their playground inspections. Councillors keeping an eye on the playgrounds were HB (Abinger Hammer), RF (Abinger Common) and CJ (Walliswood).             
 

	13
	Planning Applications received since the last meeting:-

MO/2018/0351/PLAH - Abinger Manor, Sutton Lane, Abinger
MO/2018/0509/PCL - Clayhanger, Walliswood Green Road, Wallis Wood.
MO/2018/0511/PCL - Hunters Moon, Horsham Road, Forest Green
MO/2018/0526/PLA - Standon Homestead, Standon Lane, Ockley
MO/2018/0543/TFCM - Lymescote, Okewood Hill
MO/2018/0592/PLAH - Oak Tree, Horsham Road, Forest Green
MO/2018/0596/CC - Hammer Hill, Hammerfield Drive, Abinger Hammer
MO/2018/0602/PLA and MO/2018/0644/PLA - both at Furzen Farm, Furzen Lane, Wallis Wood
MO/2018/0610/PLAH - The White House, Abinger Lane, Abinger
MO/2018/0693/PLA - Woodside Cottage, Standon Lane, Ockley
             (21/05/2018) DC said that the large barbecue sign in the grounds of the Abinger Cookery School had been removed but the PC had not yet heard about two other matters it had reported to the Enforcement Officer, relating to Woodside Cottage and Forest Green House. The PC would also be objecting to the application for three detached dwellings at Furzen Farm and the Bridgham Cottage appeal. A planning committee meeting would be held next week at which a possible enforcement issue at Fishfolds Farm would be discussed as well as applications at Woodside Cottage, a second application at Furzen Farm and an appeal at Ash Copse Farm.


	14
	GDPR 
         (22/05/2018) The Clerk explained that the latest update concerned the Government putting forward an amendment to its legislation, freeing parish councils from the need to appoint a Data Protection Officer. However the advice from SSALC was that parish councils should still go ahead and appoint one, for “good practice” and to provide a vital safeguard. It was agreed the PC should follow SSALC’s advice and that having parish council email addresses would enable Councillors to keep their private business and parish council business separate. RF said he would be attending the seminar organised by MVDC the following day and would then discuss with the Clerk how to move forward in this area.  


	15

	Prudential Ride London
         (23/05/2018) RD had been trying to get hold of Kevin Nash to discuss how much Prudential Ride London would pay to install chemical toilets on the Green at Abinger Hammer for this year’s event. She had not been successful and would wait for him to contact her. The Clerk said he would inform her when the payment had been received for last year’s event. 


	16
	  Noticeboards
            (24/05/2018) HB said the two new noticeboards had been ordered and would be finished this summer. As for installing them, RD said this could be a job for Liam Richards. The plan was to eventually replace all seven noticeboards; probably at the rate of two a year. 


	17
	 Speed limit at Abinger Hammer
              (25/05/2018)    RD said that Colin Davis of Colin Davis Associates, a highways consultant working with the Surrey Hills AONB, who was an advocate of removing road signage, bollards etc, had suggested that the amount of traffic through Abinger Hammer made it a danger in the summer months and was recommending a 20mph speed limit. There was concern about how effective it would be while RF said it should be done in conjunction with a plan to make it easier to cross the A25 in the village. 
Action: RD would go back to Colin Davis and say, yes, something needed to be done in Abinger Hammer but a 20mph speed limit on its own would be unlikely to solve the problem.


	18
	  Neighbourhood Watch
             (26/05/2018) RF had circulated an email which highlighted how Facebook could link villages for the purposes of Neighbourhood Watch and wondered whether the villages in the parish could join the scheme. It was said that there was an Abinger Facebook page – a closed group in which you had to apply to join – but there was nothing similar at Forest Green or Walliswood. It was mentioned that the PC could have its own Facebook page and the Clerk said he would look into it.


	19
	[bookmark: _GoBack]  APC Documents 
              (27/05/2018) Hedleys had compiled a list of the PC documents they held and PF had been asked to highlight which documents appeared to be missing. He said there were three small triangles of land that had not been included – near the exit of Kingfisher Farm in Abinger Hammer, near the Forest Green Village Hall and the other side of the entrance to the car park at the Parrot public house at Forest Green. 

	20
	 Mole Valley Local Committee Meetings 
        It was agreed this had been covered earlier – see item 11.

	21
	To Agree Dates of future Parish Council meetings 
           16th July  -  Forest Green Village Hall
           17th September – Walliswood Village Hall



The meeting closed at 21:45pm
