Abinger Parish Council
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood

Draft Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 21st January 2019 at 8:00pm


	Venue   
	Walliswood Village Hall 

	Councillors
	Richard Frost (RF), Ros Doree (RD), Paul Cleaver (PaC), Peter Farley (PF), Deardre Cunningham (DC), Mike Brady (MB), Henry Barnard (HB), Carla Jones (CJ)

	Clerk 
	Trevor Haylett

	Attending
	Two members of the public 

	Item
	

	1
	  Apologies - William Corke (1/01/19)


	2
	  All Councillors declared trusteeship of Abinger Parish Recreation Grounds Charity (APRGC) (2/01/19) 


	3
	Minutes – The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th November 2018 were agreed and signed, proposed by RD, seconded by CJ (3/01/19). 
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	Finances                      

       (i) The Clerk had circulated the financial reports which were approved (4/01/19).
       (ii) The following payments were then agreed: (5/01/19)

APC
(Retrospective)    
FAWNS Playgrounds - £23030.13 - Abinger Common playground refurbishment
Mole Valley Press - £47 - Leaflets for public meeting

(New)
T.Haylett -  £654.24 - January salary
National Trust - £1278.35 – Two new Noticeboards
SLCC - £79.50 - Half share of year's membership
Dale Valley Training - £372 - Trees Course (PaC and HB) 
APK Tree Services - £1150 - Walliswood tree work
Forest Green, Abinger Common and Okewood Hill Churches - £450 – Burial Grants

APRGC 
MVDC - £696 - Trees inspection
National Trust - £60.00 – Dog fouling signs
EJ Barnard  -  £100 – Dog signs installation
Surrey Hills Solicitors - £138 -  Danesmead fees contd.

The bank reconciliation was approved and signed. The balance of the current account at 18  January was £20,395.36 (6/01/19).  

(iii) RF had circulated a proposed budget for the 2019/20 financial year which included an increase in the precept of £1,000. He added that the increase, from £26,000 to £27,000 or 3.7%, was needed to ensure that reserves continued to be supported.
RD proposed the budget be accepted, DC seconded it, and the budget was duly approved  (7/01/19).

(iv) Section 137 Grants – None   (8/01/19).
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	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – A member of the Walliswood Village Hall committee apologised to the PC because a hole had been knocked through a wall from the foyer into the boiler room to enable chairs to be stored there and comply with legislation. He accepted that permission should have been sought in advance but it hadn’t been possible (9/01/19).
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Action

	Trees - An invoice had at last been received from Mole Valley District Council following the tree inspections carried out in October 2017. RF said all Councillors agreed that a survey also needed to be done in Walliswood – both in the field adjacent to the playground and the field that surrounds the Village Hall.
RD said the inspection at Forest Green was not a full survey, the Inspectors had not been aware of the extent of the land owned by APRGC. She added that the Walliswood survey was urgently required; as for the work done on the tree in the field surrounding the Village Hall that suffered damage in the autumn, the trunk will be removed soon and after that the area will be tidied up. The survey will be carried out in the summer.
RD wondered whether the Inspectors should be asked to carry out another survey in autumn as it would be two years since the last one but PaC was more cautious, suggesting that if the surveys were carried out continuously there wouldn’t be any trees left. HB said that where the risk to the public was small, the inspections needn’t be so frequent. A typical plan would be to do one every year on those trees near a hospital or school for example, every two years near a busy car park and less regularly for other areas.
HB will look at the trees and put them into different zones depending on the risk involved (10/01/19).

RF said that DC had provided a report of the trees at Forest Green while he had done the same at Abinger Common and CJ at Walliswood. HB had visited the Abinger Hammer Green that day and had taken photos. He would submit a report in due course.
 
The discussion then moved on to the field adjacent to the Walliswood playground where CJ noticed a lot of household items, children’s bicycles, barbecues etc, had been left. A Walliswood resident attending felt that it wasn’t a case of fly-tipping but more to do with parties being held in the summer and the items left lying around. DC suggested that a letter be drawn up, asking residents to remove any items that belonged to them. The letter would be delivered to all the residents in the vicinity of the playground and would remind them that items shouldn’t be left on the field.
The Clerk will compose a letter and CJ will deliver them (11/01/19).
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Action



	Governance – RF said the policy documents covering Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Complaints Procedure needed to be reviewed and approved. Likewise the Code of Conduct which the Clerk had checked for updates.
The four items were all approved.  (12/01/19)
The Clerk had updated the Asset Register to include the new playground equipment at Abinger Common as well as the new Noticeboards and Dog Fouling signs.
The updated Asset Register was approved (13/01/19).
RF said that he and the Clerk had also looked at the Risk Register in the light of the new Data Protection regulations and updated it though it remained a work in progress as Councillors learned more about the hazards of the regulations.
RF asked Councillors to approve the new Risk Register as it currently stands and this was agreed (14/01/19).   
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Action

	Highways   

RD asked about the SCC emails which alert residents to the likelihood of roads being gritted in icy conditions. She said that it was the minor roads she was interested in rather than the major ones.  The Clerk said he hadn’t seen any emails so far this winter which might be an indication of how mild it has been or that he had been missed off the system.
The Clerk will contact SCC to make sure he is on the list to receive the relevant emails (15/01/19).

MB mentioned the problems that parking was causing outside The Parrot public house in Forest Green and said that the problem would get worse in the summer. It was agreed to continue monitoring the situation (16/01/19).


	9
	GDPR 

(i) New email addresses – CJ is ready to set up the new email addresses and will send instructions on how to set them up. She said she would be prepared to visit Councillors at their homes if they needed help.
(ii)        (ii)      Privacy Notice and Email Disclaimer – RF said that he and the Clerk had
 agreed on a Privacy Notice that would go on the website and also an Email Disclaimer that would be placed at the bottom of every email sent out by the PC. They had been circulated and RF asked that Councillors approve them. This was agreed (17/01/19).

	10
	Elections
                Elections at this level of local government will take place on 2nd May but it wasn’t certain that they would be held in the Abinger Parish. Nine seats would become vacant and there had to be more than nine candidates standing to trigger an election. Otherwise the candidates would be co-opted onto the PC.
RF, PF and RD all said they were standing down and MB said it was very likely that he would as well. RF said a couple of potential new Councillors had come forward but the PC was still likely to be light on numbers so he urged Councillors to spread the word that more candidates were needed. 
MVDC was holding an induction session for candidates in February and RF said it would also be a good idea for the PC to hold its own.
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	Ride London
                 It was agreed that this matter be discussed in Part Two in view of its commercial confidentiality.
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Action

	Planning 

(i)   Planning Applications received since the last meeting:-

MO/2018/1905/PCL, MO/2018/1906/PCL – both at Woodside, Abinger Lane, Abinger
MO/2018/1918/PLAH - Furzedown, Horsham Road, Wallis Wood
	

	MO/2018/1984/PLA:  Site at Recreation Ground, off Oakfields, Wallis Wood
MO/2018/1997/PLAH: Ockham Farm House, Holmbury Lane, Abinger
MO/2018/1989/PLA: Jordan's Farm, Horsham Road, Forest Green


MO/2018/2033/PLAH - The Pines, Standon Stables, Standon Lane, Ockley
MO/2018/1978/PLAH - 4 Park Cottages, Mill Lane, Forest Green
MO/2018/2161/DEA - 1 Woodhams Farm, Honeywood Lane, Okewood Hill
MO/2018/2168/PCL -  Pinkhurst Farm Bungalow, Horsham Road, Wallis Wood
MO/2018/2183/PCL - 39, Oakfields, Wallis Wood
MO/2018/2196/SCC - Ewhurst Brickworks, Horsham Road, Wallis Wood.
MO/2019/0009/PCL - Abinger Hall, Guildford Road, Abinger Hammer

DC had circulated a report of the planning committee meeting of 4th December which provided an update of recent applications. The PC had objected to Vodafone’s application for a phone mast close to the playground at Walliswood and had suggested the Weinerberger brickworks as an alternative site. Vodafone were also asked to arrange a public meeting as outlined in the industry code of best practice but this was turned down. A letter had also gone to the planning officer posing the question as to why the Weinerberger location could not be used. The matter is due to go before the development control committee meeting in February.

Weinerberger have put on hold their application for a new tile factory but they also want to exercise their permitted development rights for a second brick kiln and associated works. RD said it would at least double the number of lorries in the area and she would be meeting with County Councillor Hazel Watson as well as the Highways authorities next week. The deadline for objecting to the permitted development was 6th February but the Clerk said SCC had indicated that there could be an extension if required.
At a brickwork liaison meeting the next day, RD would find out how far the company’s leaflet drop had extended and, depending on the answer, she would then ask the Clerk to request an extension to the deadline (19/01/19).

An objection had been sent in against the Woodside Cottage appeal while the Enforcement Officer was investigating two matters brought to MVDC’s attention: the mobile home at Forest Green House and the large structure at Ash Copse Farm where there should be a mobile home. 

(ii) Neighbourhood Development Plan - RF said he and RD had met the chairman of Capel PC who completed a NDP a year ago. They were both of the opinion that the matter should be left until the new PC is formed in May; it should make the decision on whether the resources and energy were available to commit to the project (20/01/19). 
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Action

	Forest Green Matters

(i) Ditching – This had been carried out last August.
(ii) Horse riding notices – Signs were needed to inform horse riders that 
they shouldn’t be riding on the footpaths on the Green; residents had said that sometimes the footpaths are not accessible because of the amount of horse dung there.
RD will provide the Clerk with the addresses of the nearby horse yards and he will write a letter asking them not to exercise their horses on the footpaths (21/01/19).



	14





Action

	Clerk’s contract revision
                 RF said that the salary scale for Clerks had been revised and a new one would come into operation on 1st April. The Clerk suggested that as there would be a delay before the new scale was implemented that discussion could wait until the March meeting. There was a possibility that it would also take in a change to the Clerk’s contracted hours.
The subject will go on the Agenda for the March meeting (22/01/19).


	15
	Metrobus
                The Parish Council had been contacted by Metrobus seeking support for a new project which would aim to improve bus shelters “at a small budget” and generate more custom for the bus services. PaC said any idea that helped improve the bus services was welcomed and he agreed to talk to the bus company. RF will forward the relevant email to him and also to DC and MB who asked to see it (23/01/19).


	16
	To Agree Dates of future Parish Council meetings:	
              The 2019 meetings are as follows (all Mondays):        
       APC
March 18th – Okewood Hill
May 20th – Abinger Hammer
July 22nd – Abinger Common
September 16th – Abinger Hammer
November 18th – Abinger Common

APRGC
February 18th – Abinger Common
April 15th – Forest Green
June 17th – Walliswood (tbc)
August 19th – Okewood Hill
October 21st  - Forest Green                     
     

	17
	Additional items to discuss/Events/Correspondence/Invitations
            
                   HB explained that the two new noticeboards commissioned from the National Trust were ready to be installed. One will replace the existing noticeboard near the Tea Rooms in Abinger Hammer and HB agreed that he would contact Emma or William Corke and seek permission to put it on their land in place of the old one.
It was agreed that the second noticeboard would replace the one near the telephone box in Forest Green. Meanwhile two more would be commissioned later in the year.
Discussion then turned to the dog fouling signs that were also now ready to be installed. It was agreed to discuss the matter at the next Charity meeting.

The Clerk mentioned that the organisers of the Abinger Medieval Fayre were seeking permission to hold the 2019 event on 8th June at Abinger Common. Approval was granted subject to the normal insurance requirements being in place. (24/01/19).                     



[bookmark: _GoBack]
The meeting closed at 21:54pm
