


Abinger Parish Council
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood

[bookmark: _GoBack] Approved Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 

	Date & Time:
	Monday 21 March 2016 at 8.20pm

	Venue:
	Evelyn Hall, Abinger Common

	Chair:
	Ros Doree (RD)

	Clerk:
	Trevor Haylett

	Councillors:
	Gary Bennett (GB), Richard Frost (RF), Mike Brady (MB) 

	Present:
	Two members of the public




PART ONE

	
No.
	 Item

	
1
	
Apologies were received from Deardre Cunningham, Paul Cleaver and William Corke.

	
2
	
To receive any declarations of interest - All Councillors declared trusteeship of Abinger Parish Recreation Grounds Charity (APRGC).

	
3
	
To confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2016 - The minutes were agreed, RF proposed, MB seconded.

	
4
	
Finances
(a) Financial statement - the Clerk’s financial report and the following payments were approved: SSALC - £66 + £39; Surrey Hills Society - £25; T.Haylett - £1218.71 + 497.15; Safeplay - £90.   

(b) Section 137 Grants – No applications received.

	
5
	
Defibrillators – RD explained that she was meeting the electrician at Forest Green later in the week to decide
where best to fit the appliance on the Village Hall. GB has contacted Walliswood Village Hall to formally request installation of the defibrillator. Indicative feedback was positive, though an individual member of the committee suggested the Scarlett Arms might be a more central location. However the British Heart Foundation do not recommend
installation at pubic houses unless the device is lockable.
 The requirement to keep the defibrillator away from direct sunlight had led to suggestions that the equipment at Abinger Hammer would be best sited between the two buildings at the Forge. An alternative suggestion to see if it could be sited on the wall at Martin Grant Homes in Felday Road won more favour.

Action: GB will contact Walliswood Village Hall to request committee feedback. The Clerk will contact the BHF and ascertain how important it is to keep the defibrillators out of sunlight. Once this information is obtained he will contact Martin Grant Homes. The Clerk will also check what requirements are needed re:insurance and indemnity. 

	
6
	
Public Question Time – A resident brought up the question of the overuse of Abinger Hammer Green and the deteriorating state of the field and also the banks by the stream caused by the large numbers of students and children visiting the site. RD explained that she had had a productive meeting with Juniper Hall about the matter and Juniper
 Hall had agreed to provide details of the other organisations who arrange visits to the Green. RD added that she had also agreed with Juniper Hall that the visits would focus on the stream at the far end of the Green where the grass was
better able to withstand more use. 
Concern was also raised about the coaches parking on the A25 and Felday Road for these trips and causing a
traffic hazard. RD said all the organisations concerned would be contacted and told about the new arrangements which include the agreement that there should be no coach parking in Abinger Hammer.

Action: RD to contact Rob Fairbanks for Juniper Hall’s email address and then to approach Juniper Hall for a list of the other organisations who use the Green and inform them of the new advice about the areas to be used. 

	
7
	
Planning – A neighbour raised concerns about an application for a cattery in Forest Green, explaining that they had worries about a number of aspects including the fact that there was room for a possible 16 cats with all the attendant traffic in a private road.
Action: GB said he would convene a meeting of the planning committee to review the application. 

The following applications had been received since the January APC meeting:
**MO/2015/2018PLAH ....Roxborough Park Farm, Holmbury Lane, Abinger – detailed householder
**MO/2015/1973/PLA ....The White House, Abinger Lane, Abinger – detailed householder **MO/2015/2086/PLAH  ....12 Evelyn Cottages, Abinger – detailed householder
**MO/2016/0036/CC ....Redcot, Abinger Lane, Abinger – compliance with conditions
**MO/2016/0164/PLA .... Wickland Farm, Ockley Road, Forest Green – detailed
**MO/2016/0229/CAT ....The Forge, Guildford Road, Abinger Hammer – conservation area  trees
**MO/2016/0291/PLAH ....Kings Lea, Glebe Lane, Abinger – detailed householder
**MO/2016/0331/PLA ....Green wicket. Ockley Road, Forest Green – detailed 
**MO/2016/0309/PLAH ....Flat 4, Monks Manor, Honeywood Lane, Okewood – detailed householder 

	
8
	
       Surrey County Council Highways 
           Walliswood Culvert Repair - (a)The PC noted that there had been a period of inactivity. RD had contacted 
           Hazel Watson who has confirmed the contractors working on the site had been dismissed due to concerns
           regarding working practices. PF said a letter of complaint should be sent regarding the work to repair the
           culvert which started three weeks late and were now suffering a two-week delay.
           Action: The Clerk would write to Mudasir Arif at Surrey CC pointing out the Parish Council’s concerns.
          
           Cycling events - MB expressed concern about the upcoming Prudential Ride London Surrey and other such
           events - last year residents raised concerns on numerous occasions about cyclists urinating in public. MB
           suggested APC write to the Police in advance of the summer cycling events to ascertain what their
           official attitude is to the numbers of cyclists who use the Green at Forest Green as an unofficial toilet.
           Action: The Clerk would write to Richard Hamlin.      

    Roadsides -  RF reported on two meetings that he and RD had attended in connection with road signage.
    After a meeting with Surrey Highways and others, he and RD assessed the signs in Abinger Hammer with
    this criteria in mind: ‘What  would happen if the sign wasn’t there?’ They have drawn up a report which RD
    will take to the next decluttering meeting on Wednesday 6th April.
    Action:  RD to present the report at the next decluttering meeting.
  
    A second meeting was held with County Councillor Hazel Watson to assess the traffic hazards at Abinger
    Hammer following two serious accidents. The CC have explained that there’s no money available for any
    traffic calming measures and a suggestion to install rail fencing around the Green was not favoured by the PC.

    Pot Holes - Parish Councillors were asked to notify the Clerk of all the pot holes in the area and he would
    compile a report for the SCC website. RF suggested that notices be put on the noticeboards urging residents
    to make their own reports to the website.                 

	
9
	
Tillingbourne Tales & Trails – Anne Sassin Allen of the Tillingbourne Tales & Trails has produced a leaflet
    advertising the RiverSearch training day in Chilworth organised by the Tillingbourne Tales and Surrey Wildlife
    Trust on May 21st and the Parish Council agreed to help her try and publicise this in the Abinger parish magazine.

	
10
	
Events run by Surrey Association of Local Councils – RD explained that a Surrey Local Councils Forum would
    take place on 21st April at Loseley Park. This would include an opportunity for Parish Council’s to mark the Queen’s
    90th birthday but as it coincided with the Beacon on Abinger Common it would be difficult for Councillors to attend.

	
11
	
Bye-Laws – GB has made direct contact with the department for local communities and local government
   (DCLG). They advised that the process for applying for a change in bye-laws was changing. At the time of
   the discussion (February) the new process was being devised. GB has emailed and telephoned to request
   the guidance.

   Action: GB will continue to request DCLG guidance on the bye-laws application process.

	
12
	
Invitations/Correspondence – the Clerk read out a request from Abinger Medieval Fair to use the Green at
    Abinger Common on June 11th. 
    Action: Permission for use of the Green was agreed subject to the receipt of valid event insurance.

    The PC also discussed WallisWoodStock. An event request has been received by RD. Permission to use the
    Village Green was granted subject to receipt of valid insurance.

The PC also discussed Forest Green Village Day (and use of Green) and noted that no contact had been received.
 Action: The Clerk to notify organisations and advise that permission is granted subject to the receipt 
 of a valid insurance certificate.     
  

	
13
	
Dates of future Parish Council meetings:	 
 16 May 2016 – Walliswood Village Hall
 18 July 2016 -  Abinger Hammer 
 19 September 2016 – Okewood Hill Village Hall 
 21 November 2016 – Abinger Common Evelyn Hall




The meeting closed at 9:35pm
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