Abinger Parish Council

Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood
 UNAPPROVED Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 


	Date & Time:
	Monday 16 March 2015 at 8.00pm

	Venue:
	Abinger Hammer


	Chair:
	Ros Doree (RD)

	Clerk:
	Suzanne Bennett

	Councillors:
	Barrie Arminson (BA), Gary Bennett (GB), Mike Brady (MB), Paul Cleaver (PC), William Corke (WC), Deardre Cunningham (DC), Peter Farley (PF) and Richard Frost (RF)
 

	Present:
	Four members of the public.


PART ONE

	No.
	 Item

	15/03/01
	To Welcome councillors & public and to receive apologies for absence. 

None.


	15/03/02
	Declaration of Interests All councillors declared trusteeship of Abinger Parish Recreation Grounds Charity (APRGC). 



	15/03/03
	Minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2015 were approved. DC proposed, MB seconded.


	15/03/04
	Abinger Parish Council 
(a) Financial. To receive Clerk’s financial report and to authorise issue of cheques.

Councillors discussed the funds in the reserve account and agreed that these should be built up in line with NALC recommendation of 100% of precept. It was agreed to build up the reserve over the next five years.

RF proposed, DC seconded.
(b) Online Banking. To discuss making payments online.

The Clerk gave the Council feedback on online banking arrangements with NatWest and other providers . The Chair asked the Councillors to vote in favour to use NatWest. The funds will remain with NatWest and online banking added to the accounts.
(c) Section 137 Grants. To receive any grant applications.
Three applications were received and it was agreed to discuss in Part Two.

(d) Burial Grant. To consider grant from Holy Trinity Forest Green. 
A grant application was also submitted from St. James’ at Abinger Common and it was agreed to discuss in Part Two.
(e) To consider mowing at Walliswood Village Hall. To discuss options.

The Councillors agreed to discuss this in Part Two.

(f) Appoint contractor for Mowing 2015 Contract. To receive three quotations and appoint.
Three quotations had been received and agreed to discuss in Part Two.

(g) Defibrillator. To receive update.
RD and MB recently attended Heart Start course. RD gave the Councillors an update on Oakwood Hill Residents Association. The Residents Associations is holding a meeting on Wednesday evening about it and hope to raise funds. RD explained that to cover the Parish 5 defibrillators would be required and should start with Oakwood Hill as the residents have already shown commitment to the project. RD noted that there are funding options available and these should be investigated / applied for. There are two more Heart Start meetings to be organised in June at Forest Green, Abinger Hammer and Abinger Common. The Councillors agreed that the Parish Council would need evidence that local residents have shown an interest in this project. The equipment could be located in village public houses or a village hall. In an emergency a member of the public would phone 999 to get the code to get into the box and then would be talked through what to do. There would be no maintenance costs although running costs of the housing box and insurance would be incurred. It was noted that no one has been sued for using a defibrillator. RD proposed to help Okewood Hill Residents Association by donating £200 towards a defibrillator (the cost of one defibrillator will be in the region of £400-600).  MB proposed and PC seconded. 
(h) Walliswood Village Gateways. To receive update. 
Hazel Watson confirmed location of village traffic calming signs. Hazel confirmed her plan to install two gateways near Standon Lane to start with. There will be at a meeting at Walliswood Village Hall to inform local villagers now we have all the information. RD proposed, MB second that APC will cover cost of hall. GB to liaise with Hazel Watson.
(i) Design Statement. To receive an update.
RD confirmed that a meeting has been arranged for tomorrow evening (Tues 17 Mar 7.30pm). RD asked the public to please spread the word as the Parish Council need volunteers from all five villages to get involved (at least 2 people from each village).
Councillors discussed the various ways that the Parish Council communicates with the community. It was agreed that the Parish Council should create a Facebook page to get the most coverage.
(j) Prudential RideLondon Business Workshop. To discuss format and attendance.
Councillors agreed date of Tuesday 24 March 4-7pm at Abinger Hammer Village Hall which BA will book. BA will contact the businesses and inform them of details.
RD gave the public an overview of the PRLS grant scheme and that projects need to have a Sports theme. RD asked the Councillors to start thinking of a project for the coming year. 

(k) BT Telephone kiosks. To receive update.
Clerk gave the Councillors an overview and update on the adoption of the Abinger Hammer kiosk. WC will assist Clerk to regain insurance costs.

         Councillors discussed kiosks being used for a defibrillator. It was agreed that RF will write an article for the  

         Abinger Parish News to gauge if there is a local interest and if anyone would want to take them over. 

         BT are supposed to put notices up in the box to let you know that they are being removed. 

(l) Elections. To receive update on time frames.
The Clerk gave an overview of the Election seminar held at MVDC that she attended in February. The Clerk confirmed that the dates for submitting elections papers is 27 March to 4pm 9 April 2015. MVDC suggested that the Clerk collate the papers and make an appointment to have the papers checked by an appropriate Officer. It was agreed to hand deliver papers to the Clerk or Chair by Friday 27 March. 
Actions Agreed
· To obtain forms from NatWest to add online banking facilities to the accounts (Clerk)
· To raise a cheque for £200 to Okewood Hill Residents Association (Clerk)
· To create a Facebook page for the Parish Council (Clerk)
· To contact businesses regarding PRLS workshop (BA)
· To start considering projects for the 2015 PRLS grant scheme (ALL)
· To hand deliver election papers to the Clerk or Chair by 27 March (ALL)
· To deliver election papers to MVDC for checking (Clerk)


	15/03/05
	Public Question Time

Forest Green
Miss Cuthbert asked what action was being taken to cut back the bull rushes on the main pond. RD explained that APRGC agreed to carry out a great crested newt survey. The survey is a legal requirement and will be carried out when the contractor is next in the area.

Miss Cuthbert asked about a caravan parked at Forest Green House which has been there for some time. The Clerk confirmed that Bob Primrose, MVDC Planning Enforcement Officer was contacted in January 2014 and January 2015. It was confirmed that the caravan will stay in situ for another 8 months because Forest Green Houses’ building project has run over.
A member of the public also noted that there is a caravan parked behind The Butchers Hall and it was agreed that the Clerk bring this to MVDC Planning Department’s attention.

Mrs Boxall bought to the attention of the Parish Council a planning application for Forest Green House. Particular concern was the height of the proposed building. GB confirmed that this application has only just been lodged and will be discussed at a Planning Committee meeting.

DC confirmed that the Gatton Manor gym sign will be taken down.

Miss Cuthbert confirmed that Holy Trinity Church have held two dances with the next one in three weeks time and have already raised £10k for the church refurbishment. 
Actions Agreed
· To chase survey of pond (RD)
· To report caravan at The Butchers Hall (Clerk)
· To convene a planning committee meeting (GB)
· To remove the Gatton Manor gym sign (DC)


	15/03/06
	Abinger Parish Recreation Ground Charity

 (a) To receive a report on charity land and management. 

     (i) Abinger Hammer

           - To update on progress of wayleaves.
Clerk confirmed that the wayleave for Abinger Motors had not progressed any further.
           - To update on Abinger Cricket Club lease.
Clerk confirmed that correspondence had been received from the cricket club and a response submitted. 
           - To agree purchase of saplings for Abinger Hammer.
It was agreed to carry forward to the April meeting. 
     (ii) Abinger Common

           - To receive update on stocks.
RD confirmed that Richard Hayes-Hall has been on site today and will be completing this week. Further work will be required around the bottom of the stocks to keep the gravel in place.
     (iii) Forest Green

           - To update on progress of wayleaves
Clerk confirmed that contact had been made with BT regarding making good but has received no further response. The Clerk will take pictures and chase.
(b) To receive reports on playgrounds and agree any necessary maintenance.

It was agreed to carry out some repair work at Abinger Hammer and Abinger Common. Clerk to check insurance policy regarding who can carry out the work.
(c) Future meeting dates for Abinger Parish Recreation Ground Charity (APRGC), venues TBC
21 April 2015, confirmed at Rose Villa
Actions Agreed
· To liaise with Hedleys regarding the wayleave for Abinger Motors (Clerk)
· To add saplings to April agenda (Clerk)
· To liaise with BT regarding making good (Clerk)
· To confirm contractor information for playground repairs for insurance (Clerk)


	15/03/07
	Planning

(a) Planning Committee. To receive an update on applications since the last meeting
MO/2015/0026/PLA - Wickland Farm, Forest Green

MO/2015/0084/ECL - Holmbury Farm, Abinger

MO/2015/0077/CAT - Pond Cottage, Forest Green

MO/2015/0116/PLAH - Blythe Barn, Wallis Wood

MO/2015/0160/PLAH - Forest Green House, Forest Green, 

MO/2015/0212/PLA - Land at Rad Farm, Abinger Hammer

MO/2015/0166/CC - Northbridge, Wallis Wood

MO/2015/0225/PCL - Chapel Cottage, Wallis Wood

A comment was made on  planning application MO/2014/1926/PLA - Danesmead, Forest Green

As previously agreed (Action - Item 15/03/05) to convene a Planning Committee meeting to discuss Forest Green House, Northbridge and Rad Farm.



	15/03/08
	Surrey County Council Highways

(a) Highways. To review current situation & to agree any action.
RD, BA and MB attended a Highways meeting last Friday (13 March) at which it was confirmed that no work would be taking place on Ruckmans Lane or Lyefield Lane in the immediate future. It will be done within the next 2 years. Reporting of potholes should be done online. Clerk to report potholes.

It was noted that Burleys have lost the mowing contract for MVDC and that DCllr David Preedy knew about the new arrangements. It was noted to write to David regarding mowing of the village green at Forest Green.
Actions Agreed
· To write to David Preedy regarding mowing (Clerk)


	15/03/09
	SALC. Future events run by Surrey Association of Local Councils. 
It was noted that Richard Frost would like to attend New Councillor Training later in the year.


	15/03/10
	Invitations/Correspondence from other bodies. 

The Clerk will be attending Surrey Community Action Fair on 17 March.

MB will be attending the MVDC Police & Crime summit on 19 March.

RF discussed Countrywatch initiative where email and text alerts are sent. RF will forward contact details.



	15/03/11
	Member’s Reports/Future Business at Chairman's discretion.
None.


	15/03/12
	Future meetings (all commence at 7.45 pm)

 
18 May 2015 – Forest Green Village Hall (venue to be confirmed)


	
	The public were excluded from the meeting.

	
	Meeting finished at 10.45 pm
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