


Abinger Parish Council
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood

[bookmark: _GoBack] APPROVED Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 

	Date & Time:
	Monday 16 November 2015 at 8.00pm

	Venue:
	Evelyn Hall, Abinger Common

	Chair:
	Ros Doree (RD)

	Clerk:
	Trevor Haylett

	Councillors:
	Gary Bennett (GB), Paul Cleaver (PC), Deardre Cunningham (DC), Peter Farley (PF) and Richard Frost (RF) 

	Present:
	One member of the public, David Mir (Mole Valley District Councillor), Anne Sassin Allen (Tillingbourne Tales) Jack Smith (Surrey Hills School teacher)



PART ONE

	
No.
	 Item

	
1
	
The Chairman thanked Suzanne Bennett for her hard work during  six years as Clerk which ended on October 31st 2015 and welcomed new Clerk Trevor Haylett who started his duties on November 1st 2015. 
Apologies were received from Mike Brady. 


	
2
	
PCSO Pat Booker reported that there had been 3 crimes in the Abingers and 3 in Okewoodhill / Walliswood since the September meeting. There were 2 burglaries to non-dwellings, 1 offence of criminal damage, 1 on social media and 2 involving people with mental health issues.  


	
3
	
William Corke was co-opted onto the Parish Council.


	
4
	
To receive any declarations of interests. 
All councillors declared trusteeship of Abinger Parish Recreation Grounds Charity (APRGC).
GB declared an interest in item 11 – Departing Clerk’s gratuity 



	
5
	
To confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2015.
The minutes were agreed, RF proposed, PC seconded.



	
6
	
Tillingbourne Tales - Anne Sassin Allen of the Tillingbourne Tales project outlined the aims of the initiative. APC were broadly supportive of the idea but stressed their concern of the impact more visitors would have on the Green at Abinger Hammer. A member of the public asked whether Parish Councils in the area had been consulted about whether they wanted the project to go ahead. 

	
7
	
To receive financial statement. 
(a) The Clerk’s financial report was received and the following payments approved:
Burleys                                   £886.18                       Grounds maintenance (Sept & Oct)
BDO                                       £240                             External auditor
Evelyn Hall                             £36                               Heart Start Course
Wasp Bus                               £300                            Donation

 (b)  Section 137 Grants - No applications received.
Burial Grant - . Treasurer Gordon Lee-Steere has requested grants for Okewoodhill and Forest Green churchyards.
Action: It was agreed to award two grants of £150.

	
8

	
Defibrillators. 
(a) Heart Start Courses - RD said that 15 people had signed up for the course on November 24th at Evelyn Hall.
   
Grant application - London Mararthon Charitable Trust had turned down the request for funding for four defibrillators because the recreational criteria had not been met. 
Action:  Members agreed to keep the matter under review. 


	
9
	
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – no questions
 

	
10
	
Planning – No representations were made about the recent planning applications listed.
 GB revealed that the development at Hurtwood, which the PC had previously objected to, had been refused planning permission.

          ** MO/2015/1607 – Abinger Tennis Club, Feldale Road, Abinger Hammer – CONSERVATION           
                                         AREA TREES
           ** MO/2015/1591 – Abinger Hall, Guildford Road, Abinger Hammer – OUTLINE
            ** MO/2015/1531 -  12, Evelyn Cottages, Abinger – DETAILED HOUSEHOLDER
            ** MO/2015/1688  -  Holmbury Farm, Cotton Row, Abinger - DETAILED  HOUSEHOLDER                                
           ** MO/2015/1759 – Silverdale, Fern Lane, Wallis Wood – DETAILED HOUSEHOLDER


	
11
	
Surrey County Council Highways – RD had attended a meeting with County Councillor Hazel Watson and a representative of the Highways department and the authority, together with APC, is going to undertake a study of the area’s roads with a view to removing signs that are unnecessary or obsolete.

RF has agreed to be part of a SCC Highways Forum.

	
12
	
Gratuity payment for retiring clerk.
RD explained that under the terms of her contract, Suzanne Bennett was entitled to a gratuity payment of £1244.35.
RF confirmed that this is money she is legally entitled to but that she is not legally entitled to any further gratuity payment. RD added that it would be necessary for the payment to be registered with HMRC. 


	
13
	
SALC – Events run by Surrey Association of Local Councils
RD attended  the SALC agm where the subjects covered included a Youth Engagement Scheme , Surrey Hills AONB and SCC localism update. 


	
14
	
Invitations/Correspondence – The Clerk said that MVDC had requested the poppies be taken down. MVDC also want to know how many could be used again.
Action: GB to take poppies down and Clerk will store.


	
15
	
Member’s Reports – RD had attended the GACC agm where it was said that District Councils in the Heathrow area had been active in lobbying Gatwick MPs about the new runway saga. It was agreed that APC should lobby local District Councillors to support GACC in its fight to oppose the second runway.
Action: RD/Clerk would write to District Councillor Vivienne Michael expressing APC’s concerns.   


	
16
	
New Clerk’s contract – RF will contact SALC and check that the terms of the contract are in order.


	
17
	
To Agree Dates of future Parish Council meetings:	 
18 January 2016 - Walliswood Village Hall		 
21 March 2016 -   Abinger Hammer Village Hall    (Annual Parish Meeting & Ordinary Meeting)






There was no Part 2 and the meeting closed at 9:35pm
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