Abinger Parish Council
Abinger Common, Abinger Hammer, Forest Green, Oakwood Hill & Walliswood
Unapproved Minutes of Ordinary Meeting on 20th March 2017



	Venue   
	Village Hall, Abinger Hammer

	Chair
	Ros Doree (RD)

	Councillors
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Richard Frost (RF), Deardre Cunningham  (DC), Mike Brady (MB), Paul Cleaver (PaulC), Peter Farley (PF), William Corke (WC), Henry Barnard (HB)

	Clerk 
	Trevor Haylett

	
Ref
	

	1/3/17
	Apologies – Carla Jones (CJ)
 

	2/3/17
	To receive any declarations of interests

All Councillors declared trusteeship of Abinger Parish Recreation Grounds Charity (APRGC).


	3/3/17
	To confirm and sign Minutes 

The amended Minutes of the meeting held on 23 January 2017 were agreed, proposed by RF and seconded by DC, and duly signed.



	4/3/17
	Finances

(a) Financial Statement – The Clerk’s financial statement had previously been circulated. It was approved. He asked if Councillors were happy to renew the memberships for Surrey Hills Society and Surrey Playing Fields and this was approved. The balance of the current account at 20th March was £16,540.62. 

(b) Internal Auditor –  The Clerk said he was keen to use the SSALC accountant, Mark Mulberry, as the Parish Council’s internal auditor. He had come across him in his work with Mickleham Parish Council and he was highly recommended. RD proposed that Mark Mulberry be engaged and it was carried unanimously.

(c) Internet Banking – The PC was now able to used internet banking and the Clerk said this enabled greater flexibility with viewing the up-to-date accounts although the method of payment would remain the same: two authorised signatures on cheques. RF said he hadn’t yet received the necessary sign-in details.
Action: The Clerk will chase up NatWest for RF’s sign-in details.
 
(d) Section 137 Grants – An application had been received by the Wasp Bus committee for a grant of £300 towards the cost of a replacement minibus. RD
proposed it be agreed and this was approved. 




	5/3/17
	Public Question Time – None


	6/3/17
	Juniper Hall

RD said it seemed the new arrangements following the signing of a licence agreement with Juniper Hall were working well. Students were concentrating on the far end of Abinger Hammer Green and there had been no reports of coaches blocking Felday Road. 


	7/3/17
	 Abinger Hammer 

(i) To discuss dates for clearing under the bridge

PaulC said there were two issues to consider: clearing the channel that is logged and also clearing out the weeds. He said the work would involve heavy duty equipment and that it was a job for the summer. 
Action: It was agreed to put the subject on the Agenda for May’s meeting and to consider it again then.

(ii) Litter bins/Rubbish disposal

After a request from a resident about the litter problem, RD said the PC had to decide whether to install bins on the Green this summer - MVDC would provide bins if requested. PaulC said that the presence of bins only resulted in overflowing. Far better he said to make visitors aware that they should take their rubbish home with them.
Action: It was agreed to monitor the situation and see how bad it got this summer.

A resident had highlighted the problem of car parking in the village and the fact that local people weren’t able to use the car park because non-Abinger residents appeared to be using it to park overnight. It forced them to use the Village Hall car park which necessitated a longer walk home. 
RD said that the PC could not be expected to control the parking in the village while WC said that if the Village Hall committee weren’t complaining about the extra cars there then it was a solution of sorts. 


	8/3/17
	Highways  

RD explained that she and MB had attended a Highways meeting. Surveys had been carried out in Abinger Hammer with a view to putting in a zebra crossing and more information would be available in a month’s time. RD said that Project Horizon, which had been set up to improve the worst of Surrey’s roads, had run out of money and that means that some problem areas in the south of the parish will not get done.

HB and WC drew the PC’s attention to two footpaths in Abinger Hammer that were becoming impossible to pass. 
Action: County Councillor Hazel Watson would be contacted to see if she can help improve matters.  


	9/3/17
	Planning Applications received since the last meeting:-

MO/2017/0259/PLAH -  9, Elmers Road, Ockley – Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0267/PLAH  - 4 Kings Cottages, Stane Street, Ockley – Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0172/PLAH - Cobbetts, Lyefield Lane, Forest Green – Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0173/LBC - Cobbetts, Lyefield Lane, Forest Green – Listed Building Consent
MO/2017/0240/PLA - 1 and 2 Park Cottages, Beare Green Road, Ockley - Detailed
MO/2017/0238/PLAH - Dragon Roost, Horsham Road, Wallis Wood – Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0235/PLAH - Dragon Roost, Horsham Road, Wallis Wood – Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0226/PLAH - The Old Stores, Froggetts Lane, Wallis Wood – Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0192/PLAH - Oak Tree Cottage, Froggetts Lane, Wallis Wood – Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0159/PLAH - Holbrook Farm, Weare Street, Ockley - Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0229/EBC - Land at Pippen Manor, Walliswood Green Road, Wallis Wood – Electricity Board 
                                   Consultation
MO/2017/0130/PLAH - Blue Bell Cottage, Horsham Road, Wallis Wood - Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0129/PLA - Punchmead, Okewood Hill  - Detailed 
MO/2017/0128/PCL - Farleys Cottage, Walliswood Green Road, Wallis Wood – Proposed Certificate of 
                                   Lawful Use
MO/2016/1209/PLAH - Vann Farm Cottage, Vann Farm Road, Ockley - Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0125/PLAH - Farleys Cottage, Walliswood Green Road, Wallis Wood - Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0011/PLAH - Youngs, Coles Lane, Ockley - Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0007/PLAH - Hazels, Walliswood Green Road, Wallis Wood - Detailed Householder
MO/2017/0113/PLAH - Woodside, Abinger Lane, Abinger - Detailed Householder
MO/2016/2049/PLA - Parklands, Horsham Road, Forest Green - Detailed 
MO/2016/2048/PLA -                     ditto
MO/2017/0044/CAT -  Park View, Stane Street, Ockley – Conservation Area Trees

DC said the Parish Council were not objecting to any of the above applications, some of which had already been the subject of decisions by MVDC.

RD said that a meeting which Gatton Manor had organised to explain more about their planning application had been cancelled but could still be held at a later date. 


	10/3/17
	Playgrounds

The Clerk had met with a third playground company representative at Abinger Common and was anticipating that drawings of the refurbishment plans will soon be available. It is proposed that they will also be circulated to parents to give them a say in the future of the playground. The Clerk had also spoken to London Marathon Charitble Trust and they had encouraged him to submit a grant application.
Action: the Clerk will submit a grant application to London Marathon Trust.
 
RD said the Clerk would also be meeting a fencing contractor at the Abinger Hammer playground to discuss the installation of fencing there. She favoured a picket fence with concrete posts. 


	11/3/17
	Neighbourhood Plan

RD said the Parish Council was being lapse in not drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan as other parishes had done. She said the north end of the parish was vulnerable to development along the A25 while if there was nothing planned for the southern end it would be good to have that in writing. 
Action: RD proposed that a meeting be arranged with planners from MVDC and this was agreed.


	12/3/17
	Byelaws 

RF said the proposed new byelaws had been circulated to interested parties and comments received. Councillors had to decide what changes if any to make to the initial draft. The byelaws would be in place for many years to come it was important to get them right.

The cricket clubs at Abinger Hammer and Forest Green had expressed concern that some of the proposals inhibited them from regular procedures such as grass-seeding and fertilising etc. The byelaws will be revised to allow routine maintenance to be undertaken on the cricket pitches without APC consent on each occasion so long as “best practice” is followed.

It was agreed that there would be no reference in the byelaws to either fishing or bathing in the streams or ponds on the Greens as this was not considered necessary. After some concern had been expressed that the proposals would impact on traditional uses of the Green at Forest Green, APC said approval would continue to be given for such events.

There was a discussion about setting out controls on dog-walking and also dog- fouling but WC said it was already the law of the land that owners should clean up after their dogs. MB said it should be stipulated that dogs be kept on leads but RD said that would “open a hornet’s nest”. It was agreed to state that dogs should always be under “effective control” on the Greens.

RF said he would apply in April to the Department of Communities and Local Government for approval of the revised draft byelaws. 


	13/3/17
	Parish Council Website

The Clerk explained that the new website was up and running and hoped Councillors were happy with the new look and the additional features offered. CJ had taken many photographs of the parish which will enhance the site and the Clerk added that he wanted to see more information on it. He asked for any volunteers to supply historical articles on the parish. MB said he would send in an article he wrote about Forest Green some years ago.


	1/3/17
	Future Meetings
       
15th May 2017 – Evelyn Hall, Abinger Common, *Annual Council Meeting*   
17th July 2017 -  Okewood Hill Village Hall



The meeting closed at 21:55pm
